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Module Aims  

 To give students insight and direct experience of how public finances are configured  

 To enable students to demonstrate their learning of new and innovative approaches to 

financing public services and demonstrating public value e.g.  to support the aims of 

the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

 

Key skills for employability 

 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 

Analyse the economic theory of public goods, and of the 

problems which arise in making efficient decisions about public 

goods provision. 

KS1 KS6 

KS5  

2 

Examine the role of redistribution and of incentive problems 

that arise as a result of redistributive policy, and analyse and 

evaluate Public Value theory and funding regimes. 

KS1 KS6 

  

KS5 KS10 

3 

Clarify the economic issues concerning various aspects of the 

role of the public sector in the provision of other public services 

and how public value could be used to gain sustainable joint 

working across public services and wider organisations. 

KS1 KS6 

KS5 KS7 

Transferable skills and other attributes 

Professionalism 

Time management 

Structured thinking 

IT skills 

Independent working 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Derogations 

 

None 

 

 

Assessment:  

Indicative Assessment Tasks:  

Case study: Students are presented with a case study, of which they will explore the barriers 

to finance, and evaluate different models of public finance distribution.  Students will be 

required to design a model that could support and enable joint working and support public 

value. 

 

Assessment 

number  

Learning 

Outcomes to 

be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 

(%) 

Duration  

 

Word count 

(or 

equivalent) 

1 1-3 Case Study 100%  3000 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

The module will use a variety of teaching and learning strategies, including lectures and 

discussion and the use of Moodle.  

Face to face lectures 

Online VLE based support and discussions 

Activity based session to provide real world practical examples. Group discussions and/or 

workshops to evaluate the policy context in the UK.  

Self-directed study and further research to acquire additional perspectives of implementation 

and challenges.   

 

 

Syllabus outline: 

 

How the market works to provide spontaneous organisation of economic activity. Fundamental 

role of government in providing law and order, enforcement of contracts and national defence. 

Range of market failure and government failure arguments that arise in considerations of the 

role of the public sector. Main forms of market failure, including those caused by externalities 

and public goods, and their implications for public sector intervention. Key features of a taxation 

system and budgeting in the public sector. Understanding of Public value theory. 
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